‘pa el - 


EV 


,- 


Mp ¥ the courfe of what I had laid down to 
—S, Lreat of, I thoald now come to give you a 
LB View of the State of Religion in this Nati- 
© Of; but I purpofe co wave it for the prefent; 
ever, I cannot agree with my own Method, 
01 t letting you know the Reafon why I dof 3 
4 Be eR eretiion for the fake of Affairs 


i ‘motthat I forefee, I muft either teave off 
ing plain.ungratefiil Truth, or be (ure to dif- 
eevery Side of tho I am (peaking eo, that I 
this Difcourte of Retigion, far really pleating 
en, can not be charged upon me as the Sin of 
baclination and Praétices if it had, furely I am 
9 defticute of common Senfe, but I might, be- 
ew, have learnt ‘to pleats fome-body or other: 
ary Fate is to {peak Truth of everybody, and. there- 
@ pleale: xp-body; and tet that be my Fate, till 
row wife enough to be pleas’d with Truth, tho’ 
againft them; and then I thai! come in play 
ng you again. oy : 
Ewhy muft not I fpeak to the State of Religion ? 
y the Cafeis plain, every Side hasa fore place, 
‘A touch it, .they will kick me if they.can3 if 
Sapte the Church of England, what fhall 
tt Fhe Ignorance of the common People, the 


entire Want of Difcipline ; che Oppraffion 
s, and the a&ipg contrary-to profefs’d 
all thefe muft be part of my Theme; 
fe is are a Attempt is invidions, as 
ent, fruitipfs, and as I fhall do little good, 
re to gain much ill will shat Way. 
k to the Diffesters, there the cafe és the fame 
muft fall upon the Decay of their Zeal, the 
of their “alee their Occafional Conformi- 
ir Deftru&ioh ; want of Concert with, 
nce in one another ; want of a true pub- 
among them, and the like; and who are 
can bear the Reproof, or will forbear 
atthe Reprover? 
ofe then, thall we contend, or why 
the Rifque of telling you Truth at the 
Peace ? Letothersdo it now, { have 
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c¢ and Immoralities of their Inftruétors, the. 
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doneit long enough 3 and for thefe Reafuns, Twave 
for the prefent, entering into the State of Religzon 
among us, only telling you in general, that take it 
which Way you will, Religion is at a very-law Ebb 
among-us ; much froth, little Subftance, much show, 
little fincerity, nay, I muft gyn, the very thow of 
Religion, (a few politick Cafes excepted) hegins very 
much to abate among us. 


Bue as I faid, ‘I thall wave all this; God mend you _ 


all, that Satyr, when-he returns to the Subjedt, may 
find itfelf anticipated by your Reformation, which, 
by the Way, he very much doubts of. 

But { cannot let you part, without giving you one 
Word in behalf of poor Scotlend, a Nation to the 
higheft degree, at lea/t as J think, malereated, nay, 
unkindly and unfriendly Treated by you all ; 1 can com- 
ieee it to nothing fo well, asto a bad Husband, who 

d been the paflionate Woer imaginable, but 
ufes his Wife like a Dog, as foon as he is married : 
When the Union was making, all the Encouragement in 
the World was given tothe Seats, to expeit good Tvear- 
gment at our Hands, and ber Majefty, who goes not 
willingly, 1 dare fay, fee she prefent diftre/s of the People, 
gave us all: Encourageenent to ufe them well. 

It is not hard ‘to point out the Inftruments of the 

efent Mifchief, and what they aim at; but as I 

now who they are, and what is fit to fay tothem, 
fo I know when to fay it: The Milchiof is not the 
n’s doing, and every one knows it was a Storm 
upon the Miniftry, and ever the Bellies of thofe, who 
fome would have charg’d with it-—One Year more, 
and if I do not.tell ‘you whofe Plot it is, and towhat 


End Calculated, I’ be a Triennial Tale-bearer— 


Verb. Sap. fat. : 
peas the Whigs he charg’d with this, tho’ it 

is true, that but for ane weak and contemptible Ins 
ftrument, who never was thank’d for it, and who you 
would be loth to give the Honour of it, this had been 
done in the late Miniffry, an@ they had had the 
Scandal of it too; nor did one Whig of thenr ail-aink 
ie worth their while, tho’ they were timely enrreat- 
ed to doit, to move one Step to preventit; howe- 
ver; { fay they cannot becharg’d with it ; But the 
Cafe of the Church of Scocland, is the ce, ; oe 
Sid oe 3 


a 


- 


i” 
a 


[ 6. J | 


Micah, ch. 7.5, The Son difbonoureth the rasber, the 
Daughter rijeth up againft ber Mother, anda Man’s 
Enemies are the Men of his own Houfe. 

This is Storland’s prefent Cafe, herown Traytors 
arethe Deftroyers of her Conftitution, and Over- 
throwers of her Church ; the Treachery is in her own 

eis; thefe are they that would have had the To- 
leration of Facobites been without the Obligation of 
the Oath of Abjuration; and thefe are they who 
will now take eflectual careto Profecute the Efta- 
blifld Minifters to the utmoft, and to let the Jaco. 
bite Epijcopal People go free. 

But without any farther dipping into the Authors 
of all this new Mifchief, of which I fhall be more par. 
ticular hereafter, letus enquire a little into the Mat. 
terof Fatt, and ftate the Cafe to you, left honeft 
Men ieem ro youto fuffer as Evil doers, when they 
are under the fevere/t Perfecution. 

The Hiftorical part isin few Words, thus; That 
the late A@& of Parliament for a Toleration in Scot- 
land, having impos’d the .Abjuration-Oath upon all 
the Minilters of the Eftablith’d Church there; and 
the 1ff. Day of this Inftant November, being the ut- 
molt extent of Time granted for them to take it, up- 
on painrof Deprivation, &c. as the AG direfts 3 many 
of the Minifters in Scotland, nay, for onght I yet 
Perceive, the greateft part of them will not take it, 
and mutt accordingly be turn’d out of their Livings, 
and the People in general have fuch an abhorrence of 
thofe that do comply, that it is fear'd they will in 
general fotfake their Churches, and refufe to hear 
the Conforming Minifters, 

I know it feems ftrange to you at frit fight, to 
hear that the honeft Presbyterians fhould refufe to ab- 
ei the Pretender, and were this the Cafe, it might 

ftrange to us all; but that the honeft People may 
not fuffer in your Opinion, let me fet you to right in 
this Cafe. 


1. Negatively, it isevident they do not refufe the 
2 in Favour of the Pretender, or on Facobite 
Principles, nor would the fame Inftruments have 
contérn’d themfelves to have had the Oath im- 
‘d onthem, if that had been the Caf 

ee: that they do refufe it on a meer 
nse of Contcience, feveral Things in the Oath 
ing again their Principles, 


2. 


It is well known, that by the Articles of the Union, 
and the A& of Security, 10 Oaih is to be impos'd upon 


their Principles ; thole are the ex- 
of the A@, and that therefore they al- 


thin contrary to 
prefs Words 


ledge this Oath ought not to be impos'd upon t 
The Thing they object, is this, that by she « 
they {wear to reje& any King of Great Britain, 
forfwear their Allegiance tohim, unlefs fugh Ki 
of the Communion of the Church of England, 


1. Say they, thisis hard, that as we aré wi 
to fubmit to a Church of England King, yet 
ifany Prince hereafter fhould be, or beco 
turn a Presbyterian, that therefore, and _m 
qua Presbyterian, we who are a Presbyterian 
tion fhould rencunce him. J 

2. They fay this is an Erecting and Eftabli 
Epifcopacy by their own Confent, which 
alledge they are fwornin the National 
nant tooppofe. 


To alleviate this difficulty, a Medium was 
pos’d in Parliament, which was found fo juft, , 
the Houfe of Lords agreed toit in an Ame 
but the Commons difagreed, and shrew it out, 
Accident! the Medium was this, 


* Illuftrious Houfe of Hanover 
* ftands Limited by feveral A@s of Pat 
‘in England; And then recites the A; ¥ 
one of thefe A&s Limits the Succeffion to 
ly to fuch Perfons of the Howe of 
Il be of the Communion of the Church 
land ; the Minifters defir'd it might have | 
alter'd, to WHICH fands Limited —— : 
this would have made them eafie, but it 
not be obtain’d, and now the pe! 
Minifters are like to be turn’d out of their 
vings for refufing it, . 


I fhall fay no more, having flated the Faé to y 
in order to undeceive you, about ae , 
Scotland, but this; It brew very hard, that ant 
ftablifh'd National Church fhould be thus Ov 
thrown, and fo Faithful a People enti 
ruin’d, for refufing an Oath, which by the | 
ought not to be impos’d peti and for re 
itupon no Principles of Difloyalty or Difaffedtic 
her Majefty, or of Favour toher Enemy the Px 
der ema fhall {ay more to this unaccountable ’ we 
hercaiter ; I muit own I dread the Confeq nce 
making a People Defperate by Oppreffion, 
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Priat ed for F. Baker, at the Black-Boy in Pater Nofter-Rom. 
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